
 

 

 

 

February 16, 2021 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor 

State of California 

1303 10th Street, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, California  95814 

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

 

We write to express our serious concerns regarding the State of California’s slow, opaque 

decision-making process, and ever-changing approach to distributing COVID vaccines, which 

has been met with confusion and frustration by our constituents, local public health officials, and 

front-line health care providers. With the remarkable success of the federal government’s 

Operation Warp Speed in producing safe and effective vaccines and therapeutics to aid in the 

fight against the coronavirus, the State’s vaccine distribution plan must be coherent, efficient, 

and transparent; otherwise we fear more Californians may die as the result of COVID.    

 

According to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), as of February 

11th, the State of California has received a total of 7.822 million vaccines, yet only 5.134 million 

of these vaccines have been administered. This means that roughly 35 percent of the total 

vaccines distributed to the Golden State remain to be administered and places California behind 

Florida, New York, and Washington State in vaccines administered on a per capita basis. The 

State of California should explain to Californians why the vaccine distribution has had such 

failures, despite having months to prepare prior to the development of the vaccines.  

 

During a January 8, 2021 news conference, you urged Californians to hold you accountable in 

your goal to administer one million doses of COVID-19 vaccines in ten days. Nearly two weeks 

later, it was reported that the California Department of Public Health acknowledged technical 

issues and data lags had prevented the State from accurately confirming if this goal was 

achieved. With California being a beacon of technological innovation, this is particularly 

disconcerting.  

 

On January 27, 2021, you abruptly announced that Blue Shield of California and Kaiser 

Permanente would assume management of overseeing vaccine distribution to counties, 

pharmacies, and health care providers in the State. While a course correction to the State’s failed 

vaccine distribution system was needed, this announcement and its lack of details has caused 

further confusion. During an already difficult and uncertain time, our constituents and 

Californians deserve consistency and transparency with vaccine distribution. 

 

While the State recently published vaccine allocations per county on its website, it is our 

understanding your Administration has not publicly disclosed its formulas that determine county 

vaccine allocations, which has made it incredibly difficult for local officials to develop and 

implement vaccination plans. Further, your Administration retains sole authority over approving 

additional providers eligible to administer COVID vaccines and, as we understand it, this process 



  
 

has taken at times weeks to secure approval—only further hampering efforts to increase 

vaccinations across California to save lives and help restore life to normal.   

 

It is also troubling that, according to the Los Angeles Times, software programs your 

Administration is using for vaccine distribution – apparently the only way for health care 

providers to participate in your vaccine rollout initiative – has been “slowed by technical 

problems” and glitches on the CalVax website are “at times limiting access to much-needed 

vaccines.”  Even more frustrating is that the California Department of Public Health appears to 

be aware of this issue, stating the Department “has been working with the vendor to work on 

finding solutions,” but it is unclear if these problems have been resolved.   

 

Accordingly, we request responses to the following questions: 

 

1) How is your Administration determining vaccine allocation to counties, health care 

providers, and pharmacies? 

 

2) The Federal government is providing 3-week advance vaccine allocation estimates to 

states and other jurisdictions. Why is a similar policy not in place in California to help 

counties and front-line health care providers with appropriate vaccine distribution 

planning?  

 

3) How many unused doses of vaccine remain in the State of California’s control to be 

distributed?  

 

4) Does your Administration intend to include on its public dashboard the percentage of 

vaccines administered relative to total vaccine distributed to counties and health systems? 

 

It is our hope that your Administration take immediate steps to inform local public health 

officials and health care providers how vaccines are being distributed around the State to assist 

them with planning and resolve any and all software problems so Californians can get access to 

vaccines in their communities.  

 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  We look forward to your response.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

_____________________________      _____________________________ 

YOUNG KIM         KEVIN McCARTHY 

Member of Congress          House Republican Leader 

       

 

 

 

__________________________      _____________________________ 

DAVID G. VALADAO       DARRELL ISSA 

Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 



  
 

 

 

_____________________________      _____________________________ 

MICHELLE STEEL        MIKE GARCIA 

Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________      _____________________________ 

DOUG LaMALFA        DEVIN NUNES 

Member of Congress          Member of Congress    

           

____________________________      ____________________________ 

TOM McCLINTOCK        KEN CALVERT 

Member of Congress          Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________       

JAY OBERNOLTE        

Member of Congress  


